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Mission Statement 
 

To create an environment where every child will learn and succeed by providing equal access to 

quality educational programs that challenge and engage all students. 

 

 

Vision Statement 
 

The Dorchester County Public Schools will provide continually improving educational programs 

in a safe and nurturing school environment with exceptional faculty and staff. This will be 

achieved through a cooperative and supportive partnership among school, home, and community. 

All students will acquire the self-discipline, knowledge, and skills necessary to become creative, 

self-sufficient lifelong learners and productive citizens.  
 

 

System Goals 

 

     To establish high academic expectations for all children, particularly in the areas of reading,  

 writing and mathematics 

     To provide a well trained, caring staff with strong visionary leadership 

     To encourage parent/family involvement in the schools 

     To make our schools safe, disciplined, and drug free 

 

 

The Dorchester County Board of Education does not discriminate in admission, access, treatment, or 

employment in its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, sex, age, national origin, religion, disability, 

sexual orientation, or any other basis prohibited by law. 

Appropriate accommodations for individuals with disabilities will be provided upon request.  The information in 

this announcement is available in alternative formats upon request. 

Concerns regarding the above are directed to Gary McCabe, Sr., Assistant Superintendent for Administration, 

Dorchester County Public Schools, 700 Glasgow Street, Cambridge, Maryland 21613, or by phone at 410-228-

4747, extension 1015. 
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Section I: Keys to Middle School Success 
 

A. Parent Tips 

In middle school, students are faced with lots of new opportunities and challenges.  Middle 

school students have lockers, change classes, and work with more teachers.  Their school is 

generally larger in size, the coursework is more difficult, and they have more homework.  Middle 

school students also find that they are expected to be more independent, more focused, and more 

responsible than they were in elementary school.  

 

Most students feel excited and a little apprehensive as they start middle school.  Students wonder 

if they will fit in, whether or not they will like their teachers, and if they will be able to succeed 

in the courses they are taking. 

 

During this transition period, it’s important to keep the lines of communication open.  Talk to 

your children, and let them know that you’re there to help them make the transition to middle 

school as smooth as possible. 

 

This is not only a transition period for students; it is also a time of transition for parents.  Your 

children are growing and changing, and you can see their focus shifting from their families to 

their friends.  As middle schoolers become more independent and socially active, being a parent 

becomes more complicated, and oftentimes more difficult. 

 

During these middle school years, it is very important that you be involved in your child’s life.  

You need to make sure that your child is doing well in school, and that he/she makes quality 

choices and decisions.  Now, more than ever, your child needs your guidance, encouragement, 

love and understanding. 

Source: O’Brien, Linda.  Middle School Parent Guidebook Woodburn Press, 2009 Edition 

 

B. Student Tips 
 

Getting a good start in middle school can help set the stage for future success in: 

 High school 

 College or other advanced education or training 

 Career pursuits 

 Life! 

Source:  Your Childôs Move to Middle School How You Can Help Channing Bete Company, Inc., 

2008 Edition 

 

Two Keys to Academic Success: 

 

1. Stay organized:  

 Use the required agenda book to keep track of upcoming homework, projects, and tests. 

 Keep your locker neat so you can quickly find what you need. 

 Create a system for taking notes; for example, try using a different section of a notebook 

for each class, or a different color notebook for each class (ask your teachers for advice, 

too.)  A recommended supply list will be provided by your school. 

 



 

2 

2. Use time wisely. It may take some practice at first, but it is worth it!  Try to: 

 Set a regular time for homework and work in a quiet, well-lit space. 

 Get a jump start on the morning by getting your clothes and backpack ready the night 

before. 

 Break up big projects; for example, a research project may require you to locate books 

one week, take notes the next, and begin writing the third week. 

Source:  Middle SchoolðMoving on up Channing Bete Company, Inc., 2009 Edition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Seven Habits of Highly Effective Teens 
Source: Covey, Sean. The Seven Habits of Highly Effective Teens. First. 

Whiyby, ON: Fireside Publishing, 1998. Print. 
 

Habit 1: Be Proactive 

Take responsibility for your life. 

 

Habit 2: Begin with the End in Mind 

Define your mission and goals in life. 

 

Habit 3: Put First Things First 

Prioritize and do the most important things first. 

 

Habit 4: Think Win-Win 

Have an “everyone can win” attitude. 

 

Habit 5: Seek First to Understand, Then to be Understood 

Listen to people sincerely and communicate clearly. 

 

Habit 6: Synergize 

Work together to achieve more. 

 

Habit 7: Sharpen the Saw 

Renew yourself regularly. 
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II. Student Support Services 
 

A. School Counseling/Guidance Services 

 
Middle school is an exciting, yet challenging time for students, their parents, and teachers. 

Middle school counselors are professional educators with a mental health perspective who 

understand and respond to the challenges presented by today’s diverse student population.  

Middle school counselors do not work in isolation; rather, they are integral to the total 

educational program. They provide proactive leadership that engages all stakeholders in the 

delivery of programs and services to help students achieve success in school.  School counselors 

align with the school’s mission to support the academic achievement, personal/social 

development, and career awareness of all students as they prepare for the ever-changing world 

of the 21
st
 century. Contact your school counselor for more information on available services. 

 

B. Wellness Centers   
 

Wellness Centers are comprehensive, school-based health centers providing medical and mental 

health services to students, in cooperation with their primary care providers.  The centers located 

at North Dorchester Middle, North Dorchester High, Mace’s Lane Middle, and Cambridge-South 

Dorchester High Schools are available for all students. Services include: 

 annual physical 

exams 

 injury evaluations  

 health counseling 

 management of 

known and stable 

chronic conditions 

 sports exams 

 medical care 

 referral services in 

accordance with 

appropriate State 

and Federal laws 

 acute illness 

 medical care for 

students with 

chronic illness 

 mental health and 

addictions services 

including 

assessment, 

referral, and 

individual or group 

counseling 

Additional information is available by contacting the Wellness Center at each middle school.  

 

C. School Nurses 
 

School nurses are available to deliver a variety of health-related services.  Each school has a 

health room to assist students every day school is in session.  The school nurses review student 

health records and provide health appraisals, health screenings, and first aid.  They also review 

immunizations and health screening records to identify health problems/and concerns that could 

affect the student’s education. School nurses also serve on an as needed basis on school Student 

Services Teams to assist with student medical concerns.  

 

D. Student Services Teams 

 
Student Services Teams help schools meet student needs with the most effective combination of 

services.  Teams at each school identify student needs.  They use a systematic approach to 

programs and services, putting together the resources of home, school, and community to 

enhance the social and academic adjustment of the student.  Members of the Student Services 

Team include, but are not limited to, school counselor, nurse, psychologist, administrator, pupil 



 

4 

personnel worker, teachers, and parents. Parents are encouraged to play an active role in 

developing plans to address their student’s academic, personal, and physical needs and to assist 

in carrying out those plans. 

 
 

E. Special Education and Related Services  
 

Specific individualized instruction to meet the unique needs of students with disabilities is 

available through the special education program. Curriculum modifications, collaboration among 

teachers, specialized teaching strategies, and adaptive materials support the student’s access to 

the general education curriculum. These supports are also provided for students who are pursuing 

alternate learning outcomes. Individual Education Plans (IEP’s) are developed yearly by the 

school’s IEP team, including the child’s parents, and the student, as appropriate. Students may 

receive special education classroom instruction, speech and language services, school 

psychology services, and/or audiology, occupational therapy, physical therapy, vision, and 

hearing services. 

 

F. Gifted and Talented 
 

The following excerpts from the Dorchester County Public Schools Gifted and Talented 

Handbook 2006 gives an overview of the Gifted and Talented (GT) offerings in middle school. 

Students are identified as being eligible for GT services through a clearly defined selection 

process that is also included in the handbook. Your school counselor can provide further 

information about the identification process for students who may be eligible for GT services. 

 

Description of DCPS Gifted and Talented Program: 
 

Dorchester County Public Schools offers different levels of service in order to meet the readiness 

and interest needs of all of our students in grades three through twelve.  All students receive 

differentiation in instructional experiences.  Many students receive small group instruction at 

their specific reading and mathematics instructional levels and in areas of readiness and 

interest.  Some students are recommended for curriculum acceleration and/or special group 

instruction in advanced programs, and a few students are recommended for grade acceleration.  

The students who are identified for acceleration in curriculum and grade level are identified as 

Gifted and Talented.   
 

Middle Grades 
 

In grades six through eight, gifted students will pursue their giftedness in any subject area 

through taking accelerated curriculum classes (middle and high school), participating in Junior 

Great Books, Great Books, the William and Mary Curriculum, advanced art, as well as, 

mathematics competitions, the Geography Bee, independent study with a professional mentor, 

advanced problem-solving, and inventing.  Students begin music competitions at the middle 

school level.  Although accelerated studies in core curriculum areas will replace the grade-level 

classes, each middle school offers an enrichment and intervention period which allows students 

greater opportunity for independent study and mentor-mentee relationships with professionals.  

Again, program demand at each school will impact the program offerings that are available. 
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Section III: State and Local Assessments 

 
At the middle school level, students continue to be involved in both state and local assessments 

that are mandated by the federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act. The most prominent state 

assessment is the Maryland School Assessment (MSA). This assessment is given in grades 3 

through 8, usually in the month of March. The MSA is given in the content areas of Reading and 

Mathematics. The results are used for Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) calculations for the 

school’s annual report card, part of the Maryland School Performance Program. Although not 

used for AYP calculations, an additional state assessment, MSA Science, is given in late April to 

all 5
th

 and 8
th

 graders.   All four of these assessments test a student’s knowledge of the State 

Curriculum in the designated content areas.  The scores are one of many pieces of information 

used for determining the student’s courses the following school year.  Students are also assessed 

in grade 7 for technology literacy. 

 

Students who take assessed high school courses during the middle school years (typically 

Algebra/Data Analysis) will take the end-of-course High School Assessment (HSA) to satisfy the 

high school graduation requirement for that content.  Students will also take all local 

Benchmarks and final exams associated with these high school courses.  The HSA courses are 

English 10, Algebra/Data Analysis, Biology, and Government. 

 

Local benchmarks are given in all core subjects 3 to 4 times a year. These assessments are used 

for measuring student progress toward the high-stakes state assessments and determining 

remediation needs during the school year. The scores are included in the student’s grade 

calculations. 
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Section IV: Programs of Study 
 

A. Course Offerings 
 

Middle school courses are designed to meet the State Curriculum and Maryland Assessment 

Standards.  Courses are structured to build upon prerequisite skills as students progress from 

sixth to eighth grade. 

 

Some courses are offered at different levels of difficulty.  Enrichment courses are offered to 

those students who show proficient or advanced achievement on Maryland State Assessments.  

Intervention courses are designed for students who need to improve reading and or mathematics 

skills in order to succeed in middle school. 

 

Parents, teachers, and school counselors are encouraged to work closely with students to ensure 

they get the most out of their middle school experience.  A student’s ability to meet the challenge 

of high school courses depends on building a strong foundation in middle school.   

 

B. Reading/Language Arts 
 

The middle school language arts program is designed around the State Curriculum’s standards 

for reading, writing, language, speaking, and listening. Students will use the Glencoe textbook 

series along with various novels and resources to aid in the learning process. Students experience 

the full range of literary genres; fiction, non-fiction, poetry and drama. Spelling and vocabulary 

are integrated with the study of literature. These components help to create a well-rounded 

language arts instructional program that is challenging and preparatory for high school and life. 

 

The goals of our middle school language arts program are to teach students: 

 

 To be critical and creative thinkers 

 To utilize technology to access and present new information 

 To engage in education that is multicultural and diversified 

 To express their understanding in a variety of ways  

 To be strategic readers 
 

Textbooks: 

 

Grade 6: Glencoe Literature, The Readers Choice Course 1, Glencoe/McGraw-Hill, 2002 

Grade 7: Glencoe Literature, The Readers Choice Course 2, Glencoe/McGraw-Hill, 2002 

Grade 8: Glencoe Literature, The Readers Choice Course 3, Glencoe/McGraw-Hill, 2002 
 

C. Mathematics  
 

The middle school mathematics program is designed around the State Curriculum’s standards for 

Algebra, Geometry, Measurement, Statistics, Probability, and Number Relationships/ 

Computation.  Students will use the Holt textbook series with various support resources to aid in 

the learning process. 
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Grade 6 Classes Available:  

 

 Mathematics 6 

 Accelerated Mathematics 6* 

 

Grade 7 Classes Available: 

 

 Mathematics 7   

 Accelerated Mathematics 7* 

 Algebra I* 

 

Grade 8 Classes Available: 

 

 Mathematics 8  

 Algebra I* 

 Algebra II* - Pre-requisite:  successful completion of Algebra I 

 

* Course offerings are subject to staff availability. Student placement can be determined by MSA 

scores, Benchmark data, and teacher recommendation. 

 

Textbooks: 
 

Grade 6: Middle School Mathematics Course 1, Holt, Rinehart & Winston, 2004 

Grade 7: Middle School Mathematics Course 2, Holt, Rinehart & Winston, 2004 

Grade 8: Pre-Algebra, Holt, Rinehart & Winston, 2004 

Algebra I: Algebra 1, McDougal Littell, 2004 
 

D.  Science 
 

The science program for middle school is based on the State Curriculum for science. Indicators 

and objectives from the middle school standards are clustered into cohesive units that cover 

Earth, Life, and Physical Sciences at all three grades. The skills and processes of science are an 

integral part of instruction through hands-on investigations and activities. The texts for middle 

school science are the Glencoe Science 15-Book Series (Glencoe/McGraw-Hill Co., Inc., 2005) 

for the following units.  

 

Grade 6:   Changing Surface of Earth, Nature of Matter, Earth Materials & Processes, Ecology, 

 Electricity and Magnetism 

Grade 7:   From Bacteria to Plants, Animal Diversity, Air Around You, Water Planet, Waves,  

       Sound, and Light 

Grade 8:   Motion, Forces, and Energy, Astronomy, Chemistry, Life's Structure and Function,      

       Human Body Systems 
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E.  Social Studies 
 

The middle school social studies program is based on the State Curriculum for social studies. 

The standards of Political Science, Peoples of the Nation and World, Geography, Economics, 

History, and social studies Skills and Processes are covered at all grades. The text series that 

accompanies each grade highlights the focus for the year’s study. 

 

Grade 6:  The Study of Ancient Worlds, Journey Across Time, Glencoe/McGraw-Hill, 2008 

Grade 7:  The Study of the Present Day World, The World and Its People, Glencoe/McGraw-       

      Hill, 2005 

Grade 8:  The Study of Early US History, The American Republic to 1877, Glencoe/McGraw-          

      Hill, 2007   

 

F. Unified Arts 
 

Art  
 

The middle school Visual Arts curriculum is a program based on the State Curriculum for the 

Arts.  Students are challenged to develop their technical, critical and creative thinking skills by 

solving visual problems using a variety of two and three dimensional media. They will develop a 

foundation of knowledge by learning about art, by making judgments, and by creating works of 

art through formal, experiential, cultural and historical contexts.   

 

Band 
 

Band includes an instructional program using the State Curriculum for Music as well as 

performances in instructional music. Bands participate in county-wide performances and may 

participate in district or state functions as well.  Extracurricular activities and performances are 

required. 

 

Chorus 
 

This performance-oriented class offers students instructional opportunities to acquire and 

improve skills in performing choral music of many styles. The State Curriculum in Music is also 

used. Students participate in county-wide performances and may participate in district or state 

functions as well.  Extracurricular activities and performances are required. 
 

Computer Applications/Literacy 
 

This course will fulfill the requirements of the Maryland Technology Literacy Standards for 

Students. The course emphasizes understanding and applying the standards established for 

becoming technologically literate at the end of grade 8 in order to send technology fluent 

learners into the high school setting.   This course will support students learning 21
st
 century 

skills in order to become life-long learners in a technology-rich environment. Topics include: 

 

 technology systems  

 legal and ethical implications of technology on society  

 variety of technologies for learning and collaboration 

 media formats to communicate information and express ideas 

 strategies to solve problems and make informed decisions 
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General Music 
 

This basic course in music is based on the State Curriculum for Music and offers students 

musical experiences through singing, listening, rhythmic responses, and other creative activities. 
 

Textbook:  Silver Burdette: Making Music, Grade 6, 7, or 8, Pearson-Scott Foresman, 2005 

 

Health 
 

This course is based on the State Curriculum for Health.  The health course content prepares 

students with knowledge and skills to make responsible decisions in establishing lifelong, health-

promoting behaviors. Topics include personal and consumer health, disease prevention, nutrition 

and fitness, tobacco and other drugs, mental health, family life, and human development.   

 

Textbook:  Decisions for Health, Holt Rinehart & Winston, 2009 
 

Physical Education 
 

The physical education course is based on the State Curriculum for Physical Education and 

includes a wide variety of team sports as well as cardio fitness.  Team sports may include soccer, 

flag football, basketball, field hockey, volleyball, and softball.  The course may also include 

individualized activities such as tennis, gymnastics, and physical fitness activities. 

 

A specially designed special education service for students with disabilities is provided through 

adapted physical education. The physical education program is adapted to meet the unique needs 

if a student with a disability through modifications and accommodations.  Individualized 

Education Program (IEP) teams identify students for adapted physical education services. 

 
 

G.  Student Service-Learning 
 

One of the Maryland graduation requirements is 75 hours of service-learning.  The Dorchester 

County Public Schools Service-Learning Program has projects included in the social studies, 

science, and health curricula in grades 6-10.  Students earn the necessary hours by completing all 

of these projects.  Students in middle school earn 60 of the 75 hours with two projects completed 

at each grade.  Projects serve community needs, environmental concerns, and good citizenship at 

home, school, and in the community.  Service-learning hours that are earned are entered on the 

student’s report card each term.  Students can complete additional projects and the school 

counselor will enter these hours also.  Transfer students need to meet with their school counselor 

to accurately document previous service-learning hours and to plan additional projects so that 60 

hours will be completed by the end of middle school. 
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Section V:  Student Progress and Reports 

To access PowerSchool, go to the Dorchester County Public Schools website (www.dcps.k12.md.us) 
 

Click on PowerSchool Parent Portal located along the left margin under Quick Links.  
 

You will need to enter your Username and Password (if these are not issued to you directly, please 

contact the school counselor at your child’s school). 
 

When the page opens you will be in the Grades and Attendance screen. You will see your child’s 

schedule with a list of their teachers for each course. To the right of the course/teacher will be their letter 

grade for each quarter (Q1, Q2, etc.). To see the assignments for that quarter, simply click on the letter 

grade for the course.  You will enter a screen that lists each assignment. If an assignment appears in blue 

letters, you can click on it to get a description of that assignment. 
 

Additional icons across the top of this window represent other screens that you can click on to access the 

following information: 
 

 Grades History:  Provides a list of your child’s courses for each quarter and the grade 

they received for that course 

 Attendance History: Allows you to check your child’s dates of absence/attendance. 

Codes at the bottom of the page provide explanation. 

 Email Notification: Allows you to choose the information you would like to receive via 

email 

 Teacher Comments: Provides any comments that teachers may have made during the 

school year regarding your child 

 School Bulletin: You may find school bulletins posted here. 

 Balance: This will allow you to see if your child owes any money to the cafeteria. 

 Logout: Click on this to exit the program.  
 

 

http://www.dcps.k12.md.us/
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Section VI:  Middle School Opportunities 
 

A. All Shore and All State Band & Chorus  
 

All Shore and All State Band and Chorus are selected honors level groups requiring 

extracurricular preparation and independent study. Middle school students can pursue more 

advanced performance venues at these regional and state levels. According to state bylaws, 

students must be enrolled in a choral music or instrumental music class during the school day to 

be eligible to audition for the respective event. 
 

B. Johns Hopkins University Talent Search  
 

Source: Johns Hopkins University Talent Search Web Site, Talent Search: Grades 7-8 

http://cty.jhu.edu/ts/grades78.html   
 

What is the Center for Talented Youth Talent Search? 
 

The Johns Hopkins University (JHU) Center for Talented Youth (CTY), a world leader in gifted 

education, conducts national and international talent searches to identify, assess, and recognize 

outstanding academic talent. Through the Talent Search, high-performing students take a test 

designed for older students. This above-grade-level testing can reveal more about the academic 

talents of students who are topping out on grade-level tests. 
 

How are students selected? 
 

JHU asks educators to nominate students who exhibit outstanding academic talent to participate 

in the annual CTY Talent Search. The nominations are based on any of the following criteria: 

 Achievement at the 95th percentile or higher on one or more areas of a nationally normed 

standardized test  

 Achievement at advanced levels on state tests, designated as scoring in categories such as 

advanced proficiency, distinguished, honors, or gifted  

 Demonstration of superior academic performance 
 

C. National Junior Honor Society  
 

Each of the three Dorchester County middle schools sponsors a National Junior Honor Society 

(NJHS).  Selection to the NJHS is a privilege, not a right.  Students who meet the scholarship 

criteria are invited to apply for membership in the NJHS.  Then, membership is granted only to 

those students selected by the NJHS Faculty Council in each participating school.  Therefore, 

this is not an election, nor is membership automatically conveyed simply because a student has 

achieved a specific level of academic performance.  Moreover, NJHS is more than just an honor 

roll.  It includes other components such as Leadership, Service, Citizenship, and Character. 
 

Requirements for consideration: 
 

 7
th

 or 8
th

 Grade student 

 Maintain a 3.7 GPA * 

 Proficient or Advanced scores on the Maryland State Assessments in Reading and 

Mathematics 

 
*Effective 2010 - 2011 

 

 

http://cty.jhu.edu/ts/grades78.html
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D. Science Fair  
 

The Dorchester County Public School’s annual Science Fair is designed to offer an arena for 

middle school students to show superior achievement and/or interest in science. Students may 

choose an investigation, an experiment, an invention, or a model as their project for the science 

fair.  Topics from Life Science, Earth/Space Science, Physical Science, and Consumer Science 

may be used at either grade. Middle school science teachers select the ten best projects from their 

classes and the selected 100 students then move on to compete by grade level in the district-wide 

science fair in April. Each student who is selected for the science fair is invited to spend a day 

with a scientist at Horn Point Lab for an educational field experience. Parents are to contact 

his/her child’s science teacher for project requirements and scoring criteria. 

 

E. Summer School 
 

Summer School is a program offered to students who need to improve their academic 

performance in a specific course in order to be eligible for promotion to the next grade level.  

Eligible students will receive a registration form and the current cost of the academic recovery 

class from their school counselor.   
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Section VII: Preparing for High School 
 

A.  High School Program Completion  
 

In order to receive a Maryland diploma, Dorchester County students must earn 23 credits as 

specified by the High School Program of Study. Additionally, students choose at least one 

Program Completion Option from four areas: College Preparation, Career and Technology, 

Advanced Technology, Community and Schools Together (CAST).   
 

At the high school level, grade point averages (GPA) are available as both weighted and           

un-weighted averages. Students will earn point values for the earned grade based on the level of 

course (AP, Honors, and CCP). 
 

A student’s transcript is a permanent record that documents progress through the high school 

years (see page 15). Course title, level of course, earned grade, and number of credits are all 

listed. All courses taken will appear on this document, including courses failed and/or retaken. 

Colleges and employers will review this information to make admission and hiring decisions. 
 

At the high school level, the High School Assessments (HSA) test the student’s knowledge of the 

Core Learning Goals contained in Algebra I, English II, Biology, and Government. These end-

of-course exams are part of the Maryland graduation requirements. In order to receive a 

Maryland diploma, a student must utilize one of the following options: 
 

 Pass all four High School Assessments 

 Reach a composite score of 1602 (the sum of all four assessment scores is greater than or 

equal to 1602) 

 Bridge Plan for Academic Validation (certain requirements must be met to access this 

program). 
 

B. Maryland Scholars Program 

 
The Maryland Scholars Program: 
  

 Encourages middle and high school students to take and complete a specific set of 

rigorous courses in high school (the course of study is included below). 

 Is designed to increase the number/percentage of students who complete rigorous 

coursework and are well prepared to succeed in college and the workplace. 

 Uses business volunteers to deliver the message to students in their classroom about the 

connection between achievement in school and success in life. 

 Provides incentives for students to motivate them to choose and complete the Maryland 

Scholars coursework. 

 Is designated by the Maryland State Department of Education as a Maryland rigorous 

course of study with the United States Department of Education which qualifies eligible 

students for Academic Competitive, Pell, and SMART Grants. 

 Is an integral part of Maryland Business Round Table’s nationally recognized, award 

winning Achievement Counts campaign. 

 

While some students may not know what they want to do after high school, by taking the right 

courses now they will be able to follow any path they choose later on.  Begin by taking  

Algebra I in 8
th

 grade! Visit: http://www.mbrt.org/scholars 
 

http://www.mbrt.org/scholars
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Maryland Scholars: Course of Study 

 

Courses in bold are not currently required for a Maryland High School 

Diploma. 

 English:  4 credits 

 Mathematics:  3 credits – Algebra I; geometry; Algebra II 

 Science:  3 lab science credits – biology; chemistry; physics [preferred] 

 Social Studies:  3 credits – U.S. History; world history; government 

 World Language:  2 credits – both in the same language 

Students must have a 2.5 GPA to qualify for the program.  Students graduating 

with a GPA of 3.5 or higher receive special recognition. 

 

C.    STEM Academy 
 

The high school STEM Academies provide advanced opportunities for students to study topics in 

Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM). Admission to each high school’s 

STEM Academy requires an application that includes aptitude testing and writing an essay.  

Prior grades in science and mathematics as well as teacher recommendations are also used to 

advise students of registering for this accelerated program of study. It is highly recommended 

that students take Algebra I in eighth grade. See your school counselor for further 

information about the application process that starts in February of eighth grade. 

 

D.    Certificate of Merit 
 

Beginning in the 2010-2011 school year, the Certificate of Merit will be re-introduced as an 

additional endorsement to DCPS graduates. See your school counselor for further information. 

  

E.    Advanced Placement (AP) 
 

Students have the opportunity to take courses that will earn college credit or advanced standing 

at most of the nation’s colleges and universities. See the High School Program of Study for 

available courses. 

 

F.   High School Transcript  
 

See next page. 
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